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The Overview of Sport Tourism Policies at the Prefectural Level
~An Analysis of Sport Promotion Plans and Basic Tourism Plans~
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Abstract
Since the 2010s, sport tourism has been increasingly recognized in Japan, resulting in the nationwide

implementation of various related initiatives. Nevertheless, few studies have focused on local governments’

efforts in this area. Therefore, this study aims to clarify the implementation structure of sport tourism policies
at the prefectural level and identify specific initiatives related to sport tourism undertaken at that level.

This study analysed the sport promotion plans and basic tourism plans in 47 prefectures. The initiatives
related to sport tourism were extracted and classified, and those identified in five or more prefectures
summarised. Furthermore, the departments responsible for administering both plans were investigated.

The study’s findings are as follows :

- A total of 15 initiatives, such as “hosting and supporting training camps”, “outdoor sport and adventure
tourism”, and “cycling”, were implemented in five or more prefectures in either the sport promotion or
tourism plans. Many of these initiatives are rooted in tourism or other policy domains that preceded the
widespread adoption of sport tourism.

- It has been suggested that prefectures in which sport and tourism departments are located within the same
division or bureau may implement more diverse sport tourism policies than those in which these
departments are separate.
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