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Arrival and Orientation

Students arrived on January 29th and were greeted by an
excited EWU staff. They were then taken to their residence hall
and given a short tour. As part of their welcome, food was
provided and games in the residence hall. Through the rest of
the week, students learned about safety, rules and policies, and
where to find resources on campus. They also learned about our
COVID procedures and were reassured that they'd be able to

continue work if they were quarantined.

Additionally, EWU students studying Japanese gave the students
presentations about how to stay safe, go shopping, and use
transportation in the United States. The Urban Innovation
students gave feedback on the presentation to the American

students.
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Safe Living on and off campus

* Responsible actions
« Emergency procedures
* Dos and don'ts.

At grocery Stores, drug stores, shopping malls,
and department stores

« Navigation/Finding items you want
*What can we buy?
« Paying



Classes

In the Explore Spokane class, students learned about the
history of the Cheney region and the town. Our goals were
to be able to identify what makes this region unique in the
world and to be able to describe some important events that
have shaped our university and its community. Students
learned vocabulary to be able to talk in pairs and groups
about the characteristics of the region, the development of
the railroad, and the history of education in the U.S. On
the walking field trip, we were able to visit the old
interurban train station that connected Cheney with the
city of Spokane as well as many of the key sights on
campus. We really enjoyed visiting the one-room
schoolhouse on EWU’s campus and seeing first-hand what
education would have felt like for many children learning
in the US in the past. We ended our field trip with a visit to
the coffee shops in downtown Cheney, and the florist shop
owner was happy to see all the visiting international
students and so presented many of us with flowers to

welcome us. It was a lovely week.

In American Studies: Contemporary Issues, students were
given an introduction to American culture and the history
of immigration through two lectures. Students took notes,
and then compared and contrasted Japanese and American
culture in a small group discussion with EWU student
volunteers. Additionally, we had a guest lecture from the
Director of the Multicultural Center, Vanessa Delgado.
Director Delgado explained the purpose of the Multicultural
Center. She also helped them define and discuss the
concept of marginalization and its impact on diverse

populations in America.

For Career Development, students introduced themselves
through writing and speaking by sharing some of their
work experiences, their travel experiences, and their
participation in clubs or special awards received. This
activity is in preparation for writing their resume. Here's a
good example from a student writing of an experience that
would be good to summarize on her resume and then share

in her job interview which will occur in Week 7.

"I learned the importance of friends
through club activities. | also learned
how to overcome difficulties.
Even now, my experience in the
handball club is still a source of
strength for me."

The students also watched the beginning of a virtual tour
of an Amazon Fulfillment Center and discussed what they
learned. We will continue that virtual tour this coming
week as well as visit two different sites in Spokane--the
Catalyst building (a building designed for energy efficiency)

and the Historic Davenport Hotel.
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EWU students, staff, and
members of the local
community were eager

to welcome Asia
University Students.
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Activities

Welcome Reception: Students were given a warm welcome on Monday by EWU Global staff, and the Executive
Director Nick Franco. They were introduced to instructors, given an overview of EWU, and won prizes after playing
a quiz game. Additionally, the Japanese Language and Culture Club welcomed students later on the week. Over 20
EWU students attended, welcoming students and playing English ice breaker games. They also did a candy and snack

exchange.

Shopping tour: On Sunday, students were taken on their first shopping tour in Cheney. They learned how to ride the
local bus and visited the local grocery store and the Dollar Store where they bought essentials for their stay. On
Saturday, students went to Spokane where they toured Riverfront Park, ate lunch at a local restaurant, and went to

Walmart for their first time.

Sports: Students attended and played against an EWU intramural soccer team. Almost all the Asia University
students participated in the game. Additionally in the week, students learned about EPIC, our outdoor program that
creates programming for students. Students learned about upcoming ski trips and the Seattle trip that will take place

later in February.

EWU Conversation Class: This informal class is instructed by two of our English as a Second Language EWU
students that are studying to be English teachers. Students were given an overview of the class and participated in a
Scavenger Hunt around campus. The purpose of the class is to connect AU students with EWU students for

conversation and practice their language fluency.
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