EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

Classes

In week three of Explore Spokane class, students learned
about important people in Spokane's history who fought
for the rights of others. These people not only improved
life for Spokane citizens but for life far beyond our city
limits. For example, May Arkwright Hutton, who grew up
an orphan, successfully fought for the right for women to
vote in Washington state. When she died, her husband
Levi Hutton honored her memory by creating a new type
of orphanage in which children grew up in "families” and
were well taken care of and educated--an idea that spread
across the US. Another important person we learned
about was Carl Maxey who became a lawyer and then
one-by-one successfully overturned the laws that
prevented Black people in Spokane from their civil rights
such as owning a house or becoming a teacher. Students
also expanded their vocabulary with a competition game
and listened to a lecture. We ended our week with a field
trip to see many significant sites such as the Hutton
house, the house where Father's Day was born, the Place
of Truths Park overseeing the Spokane Falls, and
Browne's Addition--where many significant people in

history lived.
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Classes

During week four of Explore Spokane students learned
about the Great Fire that destroyed most of Spokane Falls
in 1889 as well as how the city recreated itself with
determination and aid from the cities far and wide. After
developing vocabulary to prepare to listen and talk about
this tragedy, we focused on how students in US universities
take notes during class. While students listened to the
lecture on the Great Fire, they completed a note-taking
guide and then worked in groups to improve notes.
Students then used their notes for small group discussions
about whether, overall, the fire was a good or bad thing
that happened in our region. Most of us felt that it brought
many good things to our city, including a new name
(Spokane) and a more prosperous and sustainable place for

us to live. Everyone showed great progress this week!

In week 3 of American Studies: Contemporary Issues,
students were introduced to LGBTQ+ issues in America.
They watched an episode of Queer Eye: Big in Japan
through the course of the week. The reality-based show
introduced Kan, a gay Japanese man living in Tokyo, and
described his struggle with his confidence and fitting into
society. After viewing portions of the show, students
were able to discuss and compare LGBTQ+ issues in Japan
with those within America with EWU volunteers. They
also visited the EWU Pride Center where they met
Program Coordinator Maggie Harty. Harty gave a small
lecture and led a discussion on LGBTQ+ vocabulary and

issues.

In week 4 of American Studies: Contemporary Issues,
students reviewed vocabulary and participated in a lecture
and discussion on social issues in America that focused
on

homelessness in Spokane, healthcare for women of color,
and missing and murdered indigenous women. Through
discussion, students described the use of anti-homeless
architecture in Japan and were surprised to find that
many EWU volunteers do not regularly go to the doctor as

they do in Japan.
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Students took a field trip
through Brown's
Edition, a place where
many significant
historical people lived.
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In week 3, Career Exploration students had a visitor named
Aiko Harris from the EWU Career Services office come to class
on Tuesday. They worked on "t-charts' of "What I Know" and
"How I Feel” about Career Development. Next, they worked on
completing three overlapping circles to help define their
interests, their skills, and their values. Aiko then taught them
about some of the differences in finding a job as a university
student in Japan and finding a job as a university student in
America. Students were surprised a the differences between
American career development and Japanese development.
Students also learned some of the services offered by the EWU
Career Services office and will make appointments to meet with
Aiko in groups of three. Students also wrote answers to the
interview question: "What is a challenge you have had, and how
did you overcome this challenge?"” They also practiced in groups
of three to ask and practice answering interview questions to

prepare for the Job Fair.

In week 4, Career Development students practiced interview
questions in small groups. They also wrote out answers to some
interview questions in preparation for the upcoming job fair.
Students also began a small, informal group project to work on
teamwork and innovation. Additionally, they learned some new
vocabulary words that all are related to career development.
Finally, students had a class trip where they visited a local
coffee shop in Cheney named West Plains Roasters as well as
the Cheney Fire Department. They were able to learn some
interesting facts about each business and will write about the

experience for homework
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Activities

Japanese Class Project: Asia University students continued working with their EWU Japanese language students on
their how-to video project. Students began revising their scripts and creating videos for the project. The AU students

continued helping EWU students complete Japanese dialogue and practice Japanese conversation.

Japanese Culture and Conversation Club: Students continue to attend the club to do a language exchange with EWU
students.

EWU Conversation Class: For weeks three and four of the conversation class, students learned about Valentine's
Day in the United States and dating slang. They practiced vocabulary in groups with EWU volunteers and other
international students. They were also given safety information and a short lecture about Seattle and after their trip,

were asked to review their experience in a small group conversation.

Seattle Trip: All students went to Seattle for the three-day holiday weekend. Students, along with six EWU student
workers, drove to Seattle for site-seeing, shopping, and a ferry trip to Bainbridge Island. Students also went on a
hike near the city, and visited Pike Place Market.
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