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Classes

This week in Explore Spokane, students learned about
the origins of Spokane. They focused at first on Spokan
(the original spelling) Falls as they learned about how
important salmon in the Spokane River were for the
Native Americans who were here first. They learned
about how Chief Garry fought for the Spokane Tribe to
have continued access to the river. Students also learned
about the arrival of the railroad and how it brought
immigrants from all over the world to Spokane. As they
learned this week, students gained a bigger academic
vocabulary related to the ways that Spokane developed
such as fur trading, sawmills, mining, and mansions. We
included a very interactive activity to learn the
vocabulary in which each student was given one
vocabulary word and then taught it to a partner. The
partner then taught their word as well. Then, students
switched words and found a new partner. This helped
make the words memorable. In addition, during the
lecture this week, each set of partners (with many
volunteers) matched a set of statements with true or false
as they listened to the lecture. Next week on Friday we
will take a field trip that will include a visit to a key site
at the Spokane Falls so that we get a better
understanding of how important they are and were to the

people here.
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Classes

At the beginning of the week in American Studies:
Contemporary Issues, students finished their lecture on
immigration in the United States. They learned about the
westward expansion and the increase of Chinese
immigrants during the gold rush and the construction of
the railroads. They then reviewed the key concepts of the

lecture and will be given a test over the material next week.

The rest of the week focused on the differences between
American and Japanese university life. To support the
topic, students attended an EWU Urban Planning class
called Sustainable Communities. Discussion in class was
focused on how to design a city to promote walking and
bicycling rather than driving cars. EWU students were
excited to ask students about car usage in Tokyo and the
overall design of the city. Though the discussion was
difficult, AU students identified with the class topic as they
studied Smart Cities last year and recognized a lot of the
vocabulary. The week ended with a small group discussion
about the concepts they learned in class and the differences

between Japanese and American classrooms.

Career Development students worked on activities to
prepare them to write their resumes. They learned how to
use verbs and adjectives on their resumes that help clearly

describe their experience.

Students completed the first draft of their resumes and will
continue to work to make improvements. Students used
resources from the EWU Career Services website. Students
will create the final drafts of their resumes at the
beginning of next week and then begin to prepare for job
interviews and presentations. Also, an employee from the
EWU Career Services offices will be visiting our classroom
on Tuesday to discuss "cultural differences and
expectations in career and career preparation among

college students."

Students rode the Spokane Transit Authority bus into
Spokane for a tour of the Catalyst building. They learned
about the energy efficiency of the building with the goal of
zero energy/zero carbon. There was one employee who
works with property management as well as the Director of
Facilities for Eco-District Services who conducted the tour.

Here are some pictures that show some of the tour:
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Students unable to
attend class could still
participate in grou
discussions using Zoom.
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Activities

Japanese Class Project: Asia University students were matched with EWU advanced Japanese language students to
work on a how-to video project that will continue through the end of their stay. The AU students also helped EWU
students complete Japanese dialogue and practiced Japanese conversation. The AU students found it very interesting

and enjoyable as they are now the language experts.

Shopping Tour: On Saturday, students traveled to Northtown Mall with volunteers and their International Peer
Advisors.

Superbowl Sunday: Students experienced an American tradition and watched the Superbowl in our student union
building. Traditional Superbowl food was served in the cafeteria and students could watch the game on the big screen
with other EWU students.

EWU Conversation Class: For week two of this informal class, students learned about where to eat and shop in
Cheney, and practice small talk conversation using university and school life vocabulary. They also learned about
texting etiquette in the U.S. and also common texting acronyms and shorthand for conversation. Other international

students, as well as EWU student volunteers, joined in the activity.

Booster Vaccinations: Three students made appointments and received their COVID booster shots this week.
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