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Classes

This last week of our Explore Spokane we learned about the development of parks in Spokane and the
way that people thought about fun and relaxation. Students improved their vocabulary to talk about
what parks contain and how they get developed. Then, they developed speaking fluency by answering
30 questions about parks in 30 minutes with a partner. Their notetaking skills have really developed,
so this week they were challenged to use pictures and symbols in their notes--not just words. We
practiced with a notetaking guide that included drawings. Our lecture this week helped them to see that
the story of Spokane parks is really a story about transportation. They also thought about the
differences between how upper-class and lower-class neighborhoods provide parks to people. We
finished this week with a field trip to see some important sites in Spokane related to the Chinese and
Japanese families in our community and then to Manito Park, a large beautiful, natural park on the

South Hill of Spokane. What a fantastic strong finish to great learning together!
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Classes

During week 7 of American Studies: Contemporary
Issues, students discussed the meaning of
multiculturalism in America and tied it to what
they've learned about Americans over the duration of
the course. They also listened to a lecture about
cultural diffusion and discussed what they've seen
influenced by other cultures in the United States.
Finally, students wrote about cultural influences
they've seen in Japan and discussed whether they were
positive or negative. During the last week of class, we
reviewed the course and for their final, students wrote
a reflection piece of their overall experience with the
program. They described their achievements and what

they've learned over these last two months.

In week 7 of Career Development students practiced
speaking by working in pairs and answering job
interview questions in preparation for the Job Fair.
Then, they all had the opportunity to attend the Job
Fair and be interviewed by an EWU employee who had

volunteered to help. Students dressed in business casual
attire and presented themselves professionally. Many of

them afterwards said that they were "nervous, but it was

a good experience.”

In the final week of Career Development students

practiced their final presentations and learned some tips

about presenting such as speaking with intonation,

establishing eye contact, and using gestures. They gave
their presentations dressed in business casual attire. All

students did very well and taught us many things about

a variety of people who have been successful in their
careers. For example, they did their research and
presented on Judy Chu, Cornel West, Kevin Star, Indra

Nooyi, and Lisa Ling. Many students spoke about

qualities such as creativity, organization, and the ability

to overcome challenges that they learned about from

these individuals.
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Activities
Final Activities: For their final weeks of the program, students took the opportunity to go on skiing and

snowboarding, shopping, and attended the movies with their IPAs.

Japanese Class: Students attended Japanese class for their finals week. AU students graded and voted on the
first year EWU students' Japanese fluency and pronunciation in a dubbing project. They also watched the final

video projects that they completed with the second year students.

Graduation: On March 24th, students had a graduation ceremony where they were presented with a certificate
of participation. Kokoro was presented with an Outstanding Student award, and Shunya Kimura was
presented with Outstanding Participation. Volunteers were also recognized and Kose and Mose

both gave speeches describing their time at EWU. The IPAs also played a video slideshow. Finally, Tomoko
Kimura performed on piano for the final goodbye.
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