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Political Violence and the 1875 Plot to Overthrow

the Republican Government in Mississippi

Tadaki Sugibuchi

Abstract

This paper addresses the issue of political violence in Mississippi
between 1871 and 1875, focusing on the process that led to the “revolu-
tion” of 1875, during which KKK violence, previously under control,
resurfaced in 1873. To this end, the paper analyzes both the KKK’s polit-
ical violence and the background leading up to the political violence
occurring in 1875. The post-Civil War amendments, passed under
Republican leadership, were reluctantly accepted by Democrats, who
viewed them as imposed constraints and sought to circumvent them
when opportunities arose. Unable to bypass this framework legally,
Democrats turned to violence as an instrument against Republicans and
Black citizens. Even when KKK trials led to convictions, severe sentences
were rarely imposed, which likely preserved the potential for later vio-
lence. This latent violence emerged more visibly under the Ames admin-
istration. The heavy tax burden, combined with protests and the embez-
zlement by some Republican officeholders, fueled discontent that often
targeted innocent Republican officials, regardless of race. Although
efforts to remove Republican officeholders had been seen even during
the KKK's earlier activities, the KKK was not organized enough during
Reconstruction to operate statewide. However, by 1875, the campaign to
overthrow the Republican Party and the Democrats’ organized violence
had a significant impact on the political climate across Mississippi.
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Shakespeare and Emotions: Hamlet on Grief

Akiko Ikeda

Abstract

We all experience grief in response to the loss of someone with whom
we have a connection. The psychiatrist Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross (1926-
2004) proposed the now-popularized five stages of grief, consisting of
Denial, Anger, Bargaining, Depression and Acceptance. She originally
developed this model for terminal patients as they faced their mortality,
but it has since been applied broadly to the experience of loss. Hamlet is
believed to have been written between 1599 and 1601. Many suggest
that Shakespeare drew on his own life to develop the grief depicted in
Hamlet. In the play, Hamlet mourns the loss of his father. Shakespeare
himself had just lost his son, Hamnet, at the age of eleven, who is
believed to have been buried in 1596. While there are pros and cons for
an autobiographical reading, we all agree that grief is represented in
Hamlet. This paper focuses on Hamlet’s grief, examining it using the
five stages of grief as a lens.

The reality is that you will grieve forever. You will not ‘get over’ the
loss of a loved one; you will learn to live with it. You will heal and you
will rebuild yourself around the loss you have suffered. You will be
whole again but you will never be the same. Nor should you be the
same, nor would you want tg.

We all experience grief in response to the loss of someone with whom we
have a connection. The word is derived from the Latin word “gravis”, mean-
ing heavy, and the verb “grieve” (from “gavare”) meaning “to burde?l”.
Indeed, the deep sadness of grief makes your heart heavy and burdens your
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mind. In Early Modern England, it was thought that extreme sadness or grief
could be a cause of death, leading to physical dysfunction, which in fact has
been confirmed by contemporary researcﬁ. Sullivan then suggests the con-
cept of worldly grief and godly sorrow in reference to Aristotle’s interpreta-
tion. The former refers to things from earthly misfortune, “such as financial
hardship or the death of a loved one,” whereas the latter arises from “aware-
ness of one’s spiritual inadequacies and corruptio?l”. Sorrow from earthly
misfortune has since evolved and one contemporary interpretation of grief is
the acute pain accompanying loss or bereavement. Above is a quote from
Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross, who proposed the now-popularized five stages of
grief, consisting of Denial, Anger, Bargaining, Depression and Acceptance

She originally developed this model for terminal patients as they faced their
mortality, but it has since been applied broadly to the experience of loss.
Here, a common misunderstanding is that going through the different phases
of grief leads to a resolution. However, as the quote above reﬂects there is
no final resolution: you have to recreate your world bearing the l0ss.

Hamlet is believed to have been written between 1599 and 1607f. In fact,
many suggest that Shakespeare developed the grief depicted in Hamlet by
drawing from his own life. In the play, Hamlet loses his father. Shakespeare
himself had just lost his son, Hamnet, at the age of eleven, who is believed
to have been buried in 1596. A modern writer, Maggie O’Farrell dove into
her imagination and created an intriguing story called Hamnet, which won
the 2020 Women'’s Prize for Fiction. It was put on stage at the Royal Shake-
speare Company in 2023. Meanwhile, Greenblatt points out that the Refor-
mation, during which the Church of England broke away from the Catholic
Church, changed the funeral ceremon;. Catholic rituals previously permit-
ting mourners to express their grief in certain ways were now banned. This
might have exacerbated Shakespeare’s grief over his son. Certain ceremo-
nies have always been essential in coping with grief. Ceremony allows you
to share your grief and can ease your pai(l);. When you are deprived of such
an opportunity, you need to have a substitute. Then Shakespeare may have
turned to theatre as its substitu]tle):. While there are pros and cons for an auto-
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biographical reading, we all agree that grief is represented in Hamlet. Tn the
play, a ghost informs Hamlet how his father, the king, died. Hamlet’s unre-
solved grief intensifies the political violence and social chaos. This paper
focuses on Hamlet’s grief, examining it using the five stages of grief as a
lens.

Anger

Having lost his father four months prior, Hamlet has been grieving the
loss and wearing black. He has also been angry, as the court of Denmark is
in a festive mood to celebrate the wedding of his uncle Claudius, the new
king, and his mother Queen Gertrude. Claudius announces their marriage as
a necessary union to stabilize Denmark, “this warlike state” (1.2. 9) or the
“state to be disjoint and out of frame” (1.2. 20), caused by the death of
King Hamlet. After asking Laertes, Ophelia’s brother, about his request and
intimately calling his name many times, Claudius addresses Hamlet at last.
He calls Hamlet “my son” (1.2. 64), but casually accuses his continued
state of mourning for his dead father. Gertrude, who is supposed to share the
deep sadness with Hamlet, even says to him:

Good Hamlet, cast thy nighty color off

And let thine eye look like a friend on Denmark.

Do not for ever with thy veiled lids

Seek for thy noble father in the dust.

Thou knowst ‘tis common [emphasis added]f all that lives must die,
Passing through nature to eternity. (1.2. 66—713f)

Hamlet acknowledges that “it is common” that people eventually die. She
follows up, asking “Why seems it so particular [emphasis added] with thee?”
(1.2. 74-75) : If you agree then why does it seem so personal to you? This is

when, Hamlet becomes very upset:

‘Seems’, madam? Nay, it is. | know not ‘seems’.
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‘Tis not alone my inky cloak, good mother,

Nor customary suits of solemn black,

Nor windy suspiration of forced breath,

No, nor the fruitful river in the eye,

Nor the defected ‘haviour of the visage,

Together with all forms, moods, shows of grief,

That can denote me truly. These indeed ‘seem’,

For they are actions that a man might play;

But I have that within which passeth show,

These but the trappings, and the suits of woe. (1.2.74-84)

Hamlet is right. The deep sadness that comes from losing someone will
always remain, as well as the attachments and memories linked to that person.
We can all acknowledge that everyone will experience this. It is common, as
Kiibler-Ross says that “each grief has its own imprint, as distinctive and as
unique the person we 101s4%”. Hamlet states his grief is real, rising from the
soul, it is not just appearance or a show you can perform. However, Claudius
argues as follows:

’Tis sweet and commendable in your nature, Hamlet,

To give these mourning duties to your father,

But you must know your father lost a father,

That father lost, lost his- and the survivor bound

In filial obligation for some term

To do obsequious sorrow. But to preserver

In obstinate condolement is a course

Of impious stubbornness, ’tis unmanly grief,

It shows a will most incorrect to heaven [emphasis added],
A heart unfortified, a mind impatient,

An understanding simple and unschool’d; (1.2.87-97)

While he sees a certain period of mourning as a son’s duty and obligation, it
should be limited. Claudius thinks Hamlet should get over his deep sadness
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or risk not being “manly”. Continuing to be immersed in “unmanly grief” as
he is doing now is not natural and even incorrect behavior towards heaven,
especially given the state of Denmark, which needs order.

In those days and arguably still today, some held the belief that women
have more difficulty holding in grief or expressing it in words. Thomas Wilson
(1524-1581) described that the least rational people mourn the most, and
more specifically as women commonly rather than men, rude people rather
than godly folk, the unlearned rather than the learned, foolish folk sooner
than wise men, children rather than young még. Adopting this perspective,
Gertrude overcomes her grief in a manly and proper manner, making the
next move swiftly, whereas Hamlet is simply prolonging it and becoming
unmanly. Hamlet’s attitude is even seen as defying Heaven or rather the
accusing tone of Gertrude and Claudius may be a response to the discomfort
the experience in the presence of Hamlet’s pain. This is because it leads others
to consider their own: “it reminds them of how precarious their lives are
tc;g”. Gertrude may feel her own awkwardness about marrying again so soon
or the fact that she is marrying her brother-in-law. Of course, Claudius, the
mastermind creating the pain, does not want to be reminded of what he did
to his own brother. In any case, no matter how the new king and his mother
protest, Hamlet is angry and cannot stand his current reality: how can they
forget the late king, his father, so quickly?

Denial

“The denial often comes in the form of our questioning our reality: is it
18)
true?” Right after Claudius and Gertrude leave, Hamlet laments:

How weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable

Seem to me all the uses of this world!

Fie on’t, ah fie; ‘tis an unweeded garden

That grows to seed; things rank and gross in nature
Process it merely. That it should come to this!

But two months dead-nay, not so much, not two-
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So excellent a king, (1.2.133-139)

Hamlet remembers how loving his father was to his mother, so much so that
he wouldn’t even allow the gentle breeze of heaven to blow too roughly on
her face (1.2. 140-141). He cannot bear with his parents’ memory, saying
“Must I remember?” (1.2. 123). Hamlet also recalls how Gertrude loved the
late King father so much, adored him, as though the more she had of him the
more she wanted him (1.2. 143-144), but how quickly she changed and see
how it is now! These words lead to Hamlet’s well-known line: “Frailty, thy
name is woman” (1.2. 146). He is so upset over the reality in the aftermath
of his father’s death and cannot believe how things have developed. “The
time is out of joint” (1.5. 196).

Also, the existence of the deceased person can be felt as very real even
though time has passed. In the play, Hamlet remarks “how cheerfully my
mother looks, and my father died within these two hours” (3.2. 119-120),
observing Gertrude and Claudius. Ophelia protests that it’s been “twice two
months” to which Hamlet replies:

So long? Nay, then, let the devil wear black, for

I’ll have a suit of sables! O heavens — die two months

ago and not forgotten yet? Then there’s hope a great

man’s memory may outlive his life half a year! But by’r

Lady, ‘a must build churches then, or else shall ‘a

suffer not thinking on — (3.2. 122-127)

The sarcastic tone of these lines reveals how he feels. He also misunder-
stands or slips saying “two months” in the previous lines. In any case, Hamlet
cannot believe his father has already been gone for four months. He feels
like it happened just yesterday. It was so sudden that Hamlet has not been
able to catch up with the change. Having lost my father suddenly a while
ago, I understand this feeling. A friend who lost her father about 25 years
ago told me that the sense of time hasn’t changed. There may be individual
differences, but psychological time influences everyone to a certain degree.
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For Hamlet, his father still exists in his reality, and he cannot believe how
everyone else, especially his mother, seems to have forgotten about him.

Hogan suggests we sometimes unconsciously anticipate interaction with
the deceased through cognitive routines. For example, his mother was
watching a TV show that her mother would have found interesting. So she
picked up the phone and began dialing the number, forgetting that her mother
was gorzl[g. Here, even for a short period, his mother was expecting to talk to
her mother, forgetting she was no longer alive. He then suggests this kind of
experience may cause more pain “because it involved a sudden and sharp
shift from anticipated security to the complete loss of that sense of security,
from anticipated comfort, warmth, and so on to the complete loss of these.
Such violated expectations may be part of the reasons for the tendency of
grief to occur in waves.”

Similarly, we can think of dreams involving seeing or meeting deceased
loved ones. For example, my father appeared in a dream a little while ago. |
was sitting alone on an airplane, when I saw my father boarding. I asked
him why he was on the plane, and he replied that he was traveling to a con-
ference. The relief and happiness I felt thinking that I could finally talk to
him again and arrange a time to catch up. I woke up with that in mind, but
realized it was just a dream, and he was gone. The sadness I felt went deep.
I imagine Hogan’s mother felt something similar. You may want to deny the
world without the loved one, but in reality the person is gone. As Hogan
suggests, the wave of experiencing the sharp shift from security or relief to
the pain of loss leaves us feeling a profound sadness.

What you miss most in this context is communication. You may have many
photos and memories of the loved one, but the communication only goes
one way. We may want to have a dream to meet and talk to a deceased loved
one, but it does not happen so often. It may progress to a wish for them to
have the ability to appear as a ghost or spirit. In fact, this is how the bereaved
can feel after losing a loved one during an earthquake or tsunarflzi. In the
play, a ghost resembling the late king appears to talk to Hamlet. This is
examined in the following section.
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Bargaining

Bargaining here will be used slightly differently than the way described
by Kiibler-Ross. According to her, during this phase, “we want life returned
to what it was” so we are trapped in “if only” or “what if” statemenztss). If only
I had noticed the change? What if I quit drinking for the rest of my life?
Maybe then reality could revert back to as it was or we might be able to
“negotiate our way out of hurt”. However, 1 would take a literal meaning
here and start by examining the ghost scene.

Hamlet hears from Horatio and two others that they have seen a ghost
very much resembling the late king, Hamlet’s father. Hamlet eventually
meets the ghost who beckons him closer. Horatio and others try to stop
Hamlet, who is willing to follow the ghost, warning that the spirit could
cause him harm and make him go mad. However, Hamlet, wishing to know
the truth and the ghost’s intention, decides to confront it and follows it.
Then, the ghost presents itself as his father’s spirit and informs Hamlet of
the horrible truth: his father was murdered by his uncle Claudius and urges
Hamlet to take revenge. Learning the shocking news, Hamlet is at a loss as
to what to do. Moreover, he is uncertain whether this is really his father’s
spirit.

After a while, players begin atriving at the court. Hamlet is moved by the
emotional performance of a player. This individual was passionate with
“tears in his eyes, distraction in his aspect,/ a broken voice” (2.1. 549-550)
without any motivation other than a fictionalized role. He then blames himself
for having done nothing despite having cause and motivation.

Yet I,

A dull and muddy-mettled rascal, peak

Like John-a-dreams, unpregnant of my cause,

And can say nothing — no, not for a king,

Upon whose property and most dear life

A damn’d defeat was made. Am I a coward? (2.2.561-566)
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Remember, however, that he is uncertain whether the ghost is his father’s
spirit and does not know whether he is telling the truth: “The spirit that I have
seen/ May be a devil, and the devil hath power/ T’assume a pleasing shape”
(2.2.594-596) . Hamlet, then, devises a plot. He asks the players to perform
a scene mirroring the circumstances of his father’s death, as recounted by
the ghost. Hamlet asks Horatio to observe Claudius:

If his occulted guilt
Do not itself unkennel in one speech,
It is a damned ghost that we have seen,
And my imaginations are as foul
As Vulcan’s stithy. Give him heedful note;
For I mine eyes will rivet to his face,
And after we will both our judgments join
In censure of his seeming. (3.2.80-87)

In a way, Hamlet encourages the performance as a way to bargain and
discover the truth about both his father’s spirit, whether it really is his father,
and the cause of the late King’s death. He also feels guilty for having done
nothing. Guilt can arise during the bargaining pha§5e). Eventually, Hamlet
believes he uncovers the truth by observing Claudius’ reaction to the play,
and he is determined to exact revenge.

Depression

Depression is not a sign of mental illness. It is the appropriate response
to a great loss. We withdraw from life, left in a fog of intense sadness,

wondering, perhaps, if there is any point in going alone. Why go on at
26)
all?

Once Hamlet meets the ghost, he decides to pretend to be mad to examine

the situation. However, without his disguise, it becomes evident that he has
been extremely depressed about his father’s death and subsequent events,
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particularly his mother’s hasty marriage. Hamlet is incredibly weary of the
world from the start.

Oh that this too too sullied flesh would melt,

That and resolve itself into a dew,

Or that the Everlasting had not fix’d

His cannon ‘gainst self-slaughter. (1.2.129-132)

He wishes he could disappear from the world. Regarding his lethargic
state, he says: “I have of late, but where/fore I know not, lost all my mirth,
forgone all custom of exercises; and indeed it goes so heavily with my dis-
position” (2.2. 295-298) . He even assumes his “weakness” and “melancholy”
might be the reason he sees “the spirit” resembling his father, but that it
“may be a devil” (2.2. 594-597). He states that his depression is so pro-
found that it may have caused him to believe the ghost resembles his father.
In fact, W. W. Greg considers communications between the Ghost and
Hamlet to be “no more than hallucinations of Hamlet’s own miﬁyci”. However,
this suggestion forgets that Horatio and two other guards also saw the ghost.

Meanwhile, many scholars have discussed how Hamlet’s mental state may
have delayed his ability to exact revenge for his late father. For example, the
well-known critic A. C. Bradley thought that Hamlet’s inability to find reso-
lution was due to profound melancholy, advising readers to see melancholia
as mental diseaé%. There are various opinions, but some say melancholy in
the seventeenth century would be much like today’s depression, so one
could say Hamlet was suffering from depression, which delayed his revengg.
Regarding this issue, Sadowsky, who traces back the concept of depression
back to the ancient Greek physician, Hippocrates, points out that neither
melancholia nor depression has “a perfectly stable meaning”. While they
“cannot be identical,” he does admit a relation between them. He then suggests
that the two terms have been connected historically. According to him, doctors
started using “depression” to replace “melancholia,” which implied “a
known cause for a sickness with uncertain causes” in the early 190(3)15). He

continues:
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For most of European history, “melancholia” and “melancholy” were
used interchangeably to refer to an illness. Depression came into use in
the eighteenth century, but originally referred to a mood. Then around
the turn of the twentieth century, “melancholy” and “depression” began
to trade places. Depression could still refer to [a] mood, but often
meant illness. Melancholy came more often to refer to [a] mood

As Bradley also points out, the definition and use of “melancholy” and
“depression” has changed over tilrgig. In any case, Hamlet’s state reflects the
symptoms above, so one could claim his “depressive illness” delayed the
reveng34é.

Regarding the transition from grief to depression, Fuchs suggests not
seeing it as an increase in the amount of grief, but rather as the inability to
maintain an attitude of melancholic acceptance towards transiené?:. Grief as
an immediate reaction to the loss of a loved one implies not only intense
feelings of pain, sorrow, and longing for what has been lost, but also
includes a pattern of symptoms that, to a certain extent, resembles depres-
sion. These cover feelings of dejection, despair, sometimes also remorse and
guilt, which are dlrected toward omissions or faults that one has committed
regarding the deceased.

Sadowsky also tries to figure out when or how sadness in response to a
loss becomes an illness, demonstrated by more pervasive and persistent
symptoms, known as melancholia and then depression. His research covers
many cultures and asserts that there is no single way or cure given the com-
plexity of the issue. Take the Japanese term for depression, “utsu”, for
example. We lack motivation and experience sleeplessness or weariness
while in a state of “utsu”. In addition, we lack the conscious awareness of
what has been lost while in this state. This contrasts greatly from “mo” (or
mourning). While the symptoms of the mourning process may resemble
those of “utsu”, mourners know what they have lost. The emptiness they
feel is a necessary part of the process.

The issue has also been discussed by Freud in his well-known paper,
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“Mourning and melancholia”, in which mourning is a conscious work know-
ing the lost target, whereas in melancholia, the process takes place at an
unconscious level without knowing the specific target During the mourning
process, we need time to accept reality without the lost loved one, which is a
healthy psychological process. In this context, Hamlet may have been in
mourning with symptoms of depression, but it was a proper process to get
through his grief. Struggling with reality by being angry, denying, and
bargaining marks a difference from simply being “depressed,” which finally
leads him to accept reality as the following shows.

Acceptance

There is special provi-
dence in the fall of a sparrow. If it be now, ‘tis not to
come; if it be not to come, it will be now; if it be not
now, yet it will come. The readiness is all. (5.2.215-218)

Hamlet utters these lines just before a duel with Laertes. Until this point,
Hamlet has gone through so much after his father’s death. Aware that his life
is in danger, Claudius sends Hamlet to England all the while plotting to kill
him. Noticing something afoul, Hamlet “devis’d a new commission,” (5.2.
32) conspiring to kill Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, his former friends who
are acting as spies for Claudius, and returns. If he were just depressed, he
couldn’t have acted so energetically. On the way back to Denmark, Hamlet
and Horatio come across Ophelia’s funeral procession. Ophelia, once loved
by Hamlet then rejected because he thought she betrayed him, must have
also been experienced extraordinary grief, losing her own father suddenly
and being rejected by her ex-lover. Hamlet accidentally killed her father,
Polonius, mistaking him for Claudius. She then ends up losing her mind and
drowns herself. Right before finding out that the procession is for Ophelia,
Hamlet and Horatio watched the grave digger and begin a conversation. They
find “Yorick’s skull, the King’s jester” (5.1. 175), and Hamlet’s thoughts go
to one’s life. He also thinks of Alexander the Great, who “returneth to dust,
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the dust is earth, of earth we make laom,” and “Imperious Caesar, dead and
turn’d to clay” (5.1. 206). How fleeting our life is.

All this time, Hamlet has been very active although he has often been
regarded as lacking in decisive action. During the stage of acceptance, we
accept “the reality that our loved one is physically gone and” recognize “that
this new reality is the permanent realig.” Events happen one after another,
and Hamlet has been trying to survive there, dealing with each incident. In a
way, he has tried to rebuild his new reality and not hang on to the past. The
play ends with a duel scene between Laertes and Hamlet. Just before it
starts, Hamlet has an ill feeling, but keeps going despite Horatio’s protest,
not to fight. Hamlet then says the above lines as if he realizes that what will
be, will be.

Laertes, having lost his father and sister because of Hamlet directly and
indirectly, feels like he is also losing his mind. He curses Hamlet and
laments Ophelia’s death: “O, treble woe/ Fall ten times treble on that cursed
head/ Whose wicked deed thy most ingenious sense/ Depriv’d thee of” (5.1.
239-242). His grief has turned into anger towards Hamlet, and Claudius
tries to exploit it.

During the fight, the queen dies of poisoned wine that Claudius had
prepared for Hamlet, Laertes strikes Hamlet with a poisoned sword, also
plotted by Claudius, which ultimately claims Hamlet’s life. Hamlet strikes
back at Laertes with the same sword, and finally, kills Claudius before dying.

This paper has examined Hamlet’s grief using Kiibler-Ross’s five stages
of grief as a lens. Hamlet moves through all of the stages though perhaps not
in order. He experiences anger and wants to deny what’s happening around
him. He then tries to bargain with the ghost as a way to confront reality. He
has been depressed throughout all of this, but this was the necessary path to
mourn his father. Finally, he accepts reality and is about to rebuild his new
world. You could apply the stages of grief not only to Hamlet, but to all of
the major characters in the play who has lost a loved one and see how it
works. It is not necessary to progress through these stages in linear order, nor
does every stage have to be experienced, but they are helpful in examining
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one’s grief. After all, grief is inescapable. You must deal with the loss and
construct a world again with the loss. It is a tragedy that Hamlet dies before

having a chance to rebuild his world again.
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On ungrammatical uses of superlative-forming suffixes

in colloquial Spanish

Ryo Tsuchiya

Abstract

The Spanish superlative-forming suffix -érrimo changes a limited
number of adjectives into their superlative forms like: aspero—aspérrimo,
célebre—celebérrimo, integro—integérrimo, pobre—paupérrimo, etc. It
has been seen, traditionally, that this suffix sounds Latin and educated,
so some of them are replaced, in daily conversation, by another superla-
tive-forming suffix -isimo, which is a more popular and colloquial form.
Of those superlatives formed in such a way, there are several which the
Royal Spanish Academy (la Real Academia Espafiola in Spanish) thinks
are to be avoided from the prescriptive point of view. Méndez Santos y
Linares Bernabéu (2022), however, reports that the suffix -érrimo is
now experiencing a revitalization in colloquial Spanish and texts written
colloquially, being used to form the superlatives of adjectives which it
can’t prescriptively be attached to, like: guapérrimo (<guapo “good-
looking”), monérrimo (<mono “cute, lovely”), buenérrimo (<bueno
“good”). Their study is based on an electronic database of colloquial
Spanish, focusing on single words becoming superlatives with -érrimo.

This paper, on the other hand, focuses on two-word expressions that
became superlatives with the suffixes -érrimo and -isimo, which include
examples such as a gustérrimo/a gustisimo (<a gusto), nimodérrimo/
nimodisimo (<ni modo), por supuestérrimo/por supuestisimo (<por
supuesto) etc., in which the suffixes are used ignoring the grammatical
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category of the words which they are attached to. In our modest study,
we attempt to collect examples formed in this “seemingly ungrammatical”
way, using the Academic corpora CORPES XXI and CREA, Twitter, etc.,

for future research.

F
BRA RS VEBIZBIT BEREE -isimo/a/0s/as (LT -isimo) & -érrimo/

a’os/as (LNF -érrimo) &, BRI & —MORFH Ot & Lk 2 MK
LHBICHVON DD, HHREBPHFSIN TV EIRTIELRL, ko (1) ®
(2) DX IITKREHORET L —WOBIFIIZIE -isimo 5. LT (3) @
Iz, SKABOEFNNE -érrimo SIME N5,

(1) -isimo % W% A (2) HEIF
bueno — buenisimo (bonisirr:())) tarde — tardisimo
dificil — dificilisimo cerca — cerquisima
importante — importantisimo lejos = lejisimos (lejisimo)
joven — jovencisimsg raramente — rarisimamente

(3) -érrimo % W % L2455
aspero — aspérrimo célebre — celebérrimo integro — integérrimo

libre — libérrimo misero — misérrimo pobre — paupérrimo

(1) % Q) ICRLNAEAFOMZERIIZO VT, Butt et al. (2019) (&,
WD X SRR, —EOFEIZOW T, W T 7 2 b REAFER D% WL

HRTHOENE ELTWA,

Some of the following forms are occasionally found in older texts

and/or in flowery written styles: the current form (if any) follows the
literary form:
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amigo friendly / keen amicisimo/amiguisimo

libre free libérrimo/muy libre

célebre famous celebérrimo  magnifico magnificent magnificentisimo
cruel cruel crudelisimo/cruelisimo  pobre poor paupérrimo/pobrisimo
fertil fertile ubérrimo/fertilisimo sabio wise sapientisimo

fiel faithful ﬁdelz’simo/ﬁdelz’simi; [sic]  sagrado sacred sacratisimo

(Butt et al. 2019: 64)

SIHOHB T, BMEEN22INTWE D DL, “the current form (if
any) follows the literary form” &9 Z & TH B 05, LA the literary
form TH b, AU LIUL. celebérrimo \Z1ZxFPL3 % the current form
W%\ Lbérrimo \CRPLT 5 DIZEIC muy % & L7z muy libre &9
LN EBOSEETOYE T, celebrisimo R lLibrisimo &\ ) &
DB H B X 31, RO ZICD 7> Tw b (Goldschmitt y Hessel-
bach 2022), L#* L. RAE y ASALE (2005) . (RO L H IR, T Z
WCBF27ED ) B Lbrisimo \2DWTIE, DX ) REBIHFAEET. R
7ZELTwh,

Junto a la forma en -érrimo, algunos adjetivos presentan también un
superlativo en -isimo (— -isimo -ma) creado sobre la forma espaiiola
del adjetivo, como asperisimo, negrisimo, pobrisimo y pulcrisimo, igual-
mente véalidos y aceptados en la norma culta; en otros casos, solo
existe una forma (libérrimo, no existe *librisimo) o solo se admite una
de ellas en la norma culta (misérrimo, no “miserisimo).

(RAE y ASALE 2005: 267)

Butt et al. (2019) FZFBENBRT L7200 FEHETHLI LN, 20
RAE y ASALE D2 HMALTWADEEE 2N 5, BIHLI-IAS

41



2 OO SIE. -érrimo DFERIIR ST -isimo 12 & - T - TR DS
NLEOTIE RN L W) TP V. HZ ) TH DI, bueno 55 buené-
rrimo B SN D 2 &y IR -érrimo DFERFIME N WIEERICZ
NN E N BB OFAEZRET HW7EHL D A M. EHBIFIIV A v ¥ —
ZBFBY A — R EICBWT, KOk 512505 % 2 KB drrimo
EMEN2B2BHLTV5, KD (4) 1F, FFlTAFyaTcELHshs
J§%/4) ni modo | -érrimo DM MENTDDTH Y, —iEL LTEILENT
Who LT, HBIMOBEERICTHREZTIC, BB, @) TE77E> b
IS Tn v,

(4) Tienes que ofrecer todo tu amor sin pedir reciprocidad ni nada a
cambio. TG también solo ofreces lo que tu corazéon puede dar y
nadie que te quiera te ha pedido nada a cambio. Nimoderrimo.

6)
(Twitter, 2024/10/24)

-errimo DMFNNT 5 DIEARIEAFLHEIF] TH %A%, ni modo & [HIF +
il OB TH B, FEEVPARIIBWTHLER>TWDL DI,
Z 0 nimodérrimo (<ni modo) o X 312, TEHK DA & HHL L 72 1T
I E N5 Mkt LR DFER -érrimo TH D, L L, BFOED LS %
KB Z OFER -érrimo M ENDDPITOVTEZREZIFE» D2 AL
TV, ZZTARTIE. AXRA VEVTH573I— (BT RAE) O&ET
2—/3AT&H%H CORPES XXI & CREA BL Y £ v # —. Google &%
ER L. LR R TEINL T 7 A MIBWTHH S5 KRB N7
D 2T, HBIZEE L. $720 BEIZIS U T, -érrimo UM OFERE.
BRI dsimo IZOWTHERTAHILICT S, 4B, KRETIEEEN RS
MIIZB L Z R 20,
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1. &7

Ty JGE -érrimo DFERIMIMI NS I1ET D WIBEFTIZ Z st
ENDBBIZGHLTVBIMEIHEAET 5 L&l 22 TIERAE
y ASALE (2009) & Méndez Santos y Linares Bernabéu (2022) % B#i9
b,

1.1. RAE y ASALE (2009)

RAE y ASALE (2009) &, #ixtix Lz 3 5% -érrimo OFERIZD
W, FTHIH L7 Butt ef al. (2019) Ak, JCRDEHICOWTRiB L
72T ARSI NG Z EDRWIBEFICMS NS iz, iRl
TOLH KL TS,

En el espaifol coloquial de muchos paises se usan con intencion
sarcastica o parodica buenérrimo, elegantérrimo, guapérrimo, tristérrimo

y algunos otros derivados. (RAE y ASALE 2009: 527)

TERIIFIMENE Z & D% WEAEFNZ D -érrimo DFEREEZ NS 5 RB

Z2WT, ERRST T4 —IRERTh > TSI NS LIRHEL T 5,

T2, TTRBFOHNTVE 42068109 b, elegantérrimo YLD 3 DI,

fhik @ Méndez Santos y Linares Bernabéu (2022) IZBWTHERINT
LTHY, HHMEEDEEN) PHZ 5,

1.2. Méndez Santos y Linares Bernabéu (2022)

KIZ. Méndez Santos v Linares Bernabéu (2022) #¥0) EiF %, T®
W7eid. FD0EH “El revival del sufijo -érrimo” %i&5 X 512, Hxr b
WENED -érrimo DFERD BRI THEIPNS AL Y=y P ED
TI7AMIBWT, W OPOREDFEIIHMENTEH I, [V A
NV] OEECH D LT 5. W LT —<OWJRIIMIC S FTET %25
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BEROBRY, CADEBHODDOTHL L) lbhb, FHLIER, A V¥
—4v PREHETIIMEENT—F (V=T  THT VLS
=DV A=) RT A4 FRTAT KEBEEPAEKT LEREPH1ED
h7z CdE: Noév)' LIFENS T — XA ETOREBICHEDE, D érrimo &
WIREROF LML 25 L TWwb, TOMZEICEE. AKkTH
ML -érrimo DFERIARRN L T L DR WIERFNIIME N, M Bk
7B Z2H > Tnwb L v (-érrimo actuaria con un valor de superlativo
absoluto con el objetivo de enfatizar el mensaje comunicativo. (op.cit: 12)),
%L T, guapérrimo (<guapo), monérrimo (<mono). buenérrimo (<bueno).
tristérrimo (<triste), estupendérrimo (<estupendo) ® 575, #xdH F D
PR INEETH Y (bid: 10), HllE LTEIANRS, Y EAXAF T O
TRICZOMEHPHZ L VW) ZETHS (Ibid: 8) JLk. #ixti Lo
e & LT -érrimo MM S N B AF L, EETHIC -2 ZATYS
PERHY, §TIIFTRZL I, ZOBIRENTHL05, HEE LD
725 DOREFITE r- A < WD BEWIIE -isimo &1 G
ThHbo LSOOIV T VDL T =NATBWTIZ, -érrimo B°
-isimo \ZERB I N D EZ AP b s TSN, 512, -isimo &
D HMEOBREN R & V) MOIFEDIER S H 5 &9 (El significado
de -érrimo parece situarse en el polo maximo de la escala de intensificacion
(Albelda Marco 2007), consiguiendo un grado mas que el sufijo -isimo, es decir,
no serian equivalentes semanticamente. (Ibid: 14)). A TlZ I @ SIZ X B
RIADRH, TNHRETHL LT DL, brrimo BT 556 LTI
N AEMHT MM LIS L L) 2 Lilhb, ZOFELFD
BEICBI L. JIZ5 I L7z RAE y ASALE (2009) Tid, @ LFOKAR
N4 —DOFHIZOWTIESN LN TV DD, REDRREIZONT
EERD oD EHERLTH L,

ZDEBY, Méndez Santos y Linares Bernabéu (2022) &, H—oJ
N -errimo KM S N5 B2 WH LG L Tn B 205, AR THEEHD
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KRADLDIE, KD (4) DXHZ, ZFEILLELEBIL, FOREHESY
AL 72 ETZD érrimo DM ENTWBIFERMHOEETH 5, KHi
THRET %,

2. ABIDRES L UG

RETTIE -érrimo OFERIHB 2 EB L. LEEN R KR THEINL T
A MIBOWTELMHENTWS L), Hiffi TR L2 BT 0dE
WEST 2. ZiEPS R LRI -érrimo M IMEINT W5 B % HET
b0 TNEFTICHYEL [ZEMISLZERIL] [ZHEOERBL] LHNTW
B05 ARTHS ZFEORB LI, THEH + 45, [HrEs + 46 .
[Zaa + 8225 ) [HiE S +IEEE ] RN & + 48] 25
HAHEMBHATH L, TNOLOKPIIBWT, érrimo DFERAHEEHINE
AEML, HHOBERFATIEIRZWHOIMHmIhs s, EHIEF ST #
FEHESEE IR TWDE E W) HEBIT, ZoBRICHELZHL

ST, ZFEORMEFEGR LT 5 -érrimo (D TORITHIZEIX, &
HoOBRYHAERET, 202D, ED L) RBU érrimo DFERIINE
NHNZ DIZOWTOFRD) DR, 22T, FTHR~RA2L9H 12, RAE
DE T I—/3¥ATH % CORPES XXI & CREA. ¥ £ v ¥ —. Google %
R L. OREMICEINLET 7 A MIBWTHF SIS ZFEORIH
YEOF, TORPIZHEL. KL 2L 205626 TTD62Th b,

2.1. a gusto>a gustérrimo

a gustold < - BAT] Z2EWT AT, [HIESH +45H] 225640,
AR -érrimo DM ENLEKHTIE WA, DT LI ICHBIIE O
5o

(5) El viernes estuve a gustérrimo en Komic dibudedicando “El Rey

de la Carretera”. Si estéis por Compostela, podéis seguir encar-
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gandolo con firma (Twitter, 2019/03/ 12)
(6) Me vuelvo ya a Valencia, pero menudo viaje a Barcelona, amics:

una charla en la que he estado a gustérrimo, he desvirtualizado

a pena guay, me he reencontrado con amigos de toda la vida, he

visto a compaiieros del doblaje.. Tres dias estupendos, la verdad.

10)
(Twitter, 2019/12/06)

CORPES XXIIZBWT, HEMB XK LOSMEEZ 2T TICHREL
&2 A, a gustérrimo \ZHWO0 6 Lo 7205 -isimo I ML 72 a gusti-
simo B L Tix 2 B, Ma/NFEDFERTH B -ito ZAT I L 72 a gustito X 37
B DO0%, RAEOY A v ¥ —=Th 7 v ME. 5 AP “tenemos

11)
una duda. El aumentativo de "a gusto" seria "a gustisimo" o "agustisimo".”

LW RM k) IS L, RO () DEIIEZ TV,

(7) Lo adecuado es escribir «a gustisimo» (igual que «a gustito» o «por

12)
supuestisimo»). (Twitter, 2017/09/28)

Z ZTid. a gustisimo 2SI EFAA TH LA 5, TiEH a & oKz
BELTELC LI, EVI)EHELOBNICORERYE DY), 2214
i gusto |2 -isimo 75§19L7JI]§ﬂ“(b\%$%610b\fli§&ﬁ§&b\: Ern,
RAEDHEHLTWALHIZARZ 5,

2.2. de acuerdo>de acuerdérrimo

de acuerdo {F [~IZEF LT - BET] L) BEROEKET, R13Y
(R + %50 ] 2257 be SHUT -érrimo D372 de acuerdérrimo b .
UTFo X5 AR,

(8) Muy de acuerderrimo, cuantos trabajadores estan/estamos sin
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ningn tipo de prestaciéon y sin respeto a nuestros derechos lab-
orales // Por si se les olvida también somos trabajadores y ojala
también se interesen por nuestros derechos, aunque pues yo que
sverdad? Yo ya voy de salida (Twitter, 2024/07/(1)2)

v A v % — Tt de acuerdérrimo D—5. 5 W&, ZIICHPEH R
XFERMAIRRED Y 4 — M35, (8) (&5 IHT 5I2MET % SCEDH
PRTVLEHB L7, 2B, COTHY v FOEHHIE T 7 1 —ViC
Oaxaqueiio E H B ENHLAFTYIDANTH L EHEENS, TDde
acuerdérrimo b a gustérrimo Al kk., CORPES XXI Tl Bl i2o 5 5 %
WS, de acuerdisimo (2B L Tid, 2fI2%L v b TZO

%451 acuerdo D FEE /ue/ 1E, FRIEMICIE /o/ THo7-b D25 EHE
LM CZERELLAZDDTHSHD5 -érrimo R -isimo DFER % TN
T5EMBPBETSHI LIRS, £ T, de acordérrimo. de acordi-
simo ZFHRTARIE T A, HIHIE YA v ¥ —EICid%R . Google THH%
ZLTH1HIb ey MLadolzds, BEIE ZROFNV A VEEDHIC
W, BOTHHTEH2H0D, (9) DXHIHB RO 5,

(9) .. de acordisimo. A estas alturas hay que razonar mejor. Ir por

16)
candidatos, no por partidos (Twitter, 2015/03/10)

B, (9) O5IHITiE. X ¥ ¥ 3D Escatepec de Morelos T BUF DA IE
BB TALITHY Y NTHbD,

2.3. de nada>de nadérrimo

de nada & [RIEF + %] 257420, MEHEEDLSOBEEHL [&
IV LELT] OBKRERT I, BEmliiEl [ ~%hw] 28
W32, ZNIC -érrimo AL 72 de nadérrimo 1. CORPES XXI 28
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WTikey bLAaD o725 YA v ¥ —ETE2BBRO0 o720 RO
(10) 2SEPEOFER, (11) PBREOERTH 5 LHBITX 5, 2B, (11)
FEETRLFETEIPNTWS,

(10) de nadérrimo (Twitter, 2023/04/{%)

(11) DOS SEMANAS EN LAS QUE EL GOBERNO NO ESTUVO A
LO QUE YA TENfA QUE ESTAR. DOS SEMANAS DE PRE-
PARATIVOS DISCUSIONES COORDINACIONES SE SABE
QUE NO EXISTIERON PORQUE EL 9M NO HABIA NADA.
NI DECRETO DE ALARMA NI NADA DE NADA DE NADA
DE NADERRIMO. (Twitter, 2020/03/27)

Google TZ DX FH) 2 MF T 5 &, Facebook DX—TI W21 v b3 575,
VU7 RTIIIOEREZRDOTLIENTE LD o720 —Ji. de nadisi-
mo &9 5%&,

(12) A ver rubia yo te acuso a vos de que robaste en el trabajo y vos
tenés que presentar las prueba de que no lo hiciste ? Se ve que
no sabes absolutamente nada de nada de nadisimo de derecho
penal. Todo ciudadano se presume inocente. Y el fiscal debe

19)
probar. (Twitter, 2020/01/16)

(12) X LBH»E S5, de nadérrimo X ) T o &by FEAE W,
L2*L. CORPES XXI TiERIZ W BB RO0 S o7,

2.4. pan comido>pan comidérrimo
pan comido (& [#F) +8E5F] 22002 T [EFIESTH S -
Bb2DIEWEW]| LWHEKRTDH S, comido & comer D#HF455 T
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HBDOT, A LN -érrimo R -isimo DSEM L T DB T,
LaL. BROBAHD»S# 2, [pan comid]-érrimo/-isimo & \» 9 ##§
KAEEZZDLDONHARTH D, T, 2D pan comido X, pan comidérri-
mo B X U pan comidisimo 312, CORPES XXIIZIZHBIA %<, 51
BEE YA v & —LEICH AR H o7, #%H. pan comidisimo X A
v ¥ — LETOMHE (13) RO 5,

(13) Esta semana nos toco dibujar rostro y me parece que la tarea esta
tremendamente basica... debian habernos dado un millon de
gestos para practicar ... espero que se esten ahorrando lo jodido
para las altimas clases... en general el moédulo me parecié pan

20)
comidisimo... (Twitter, 2024/06/13)

F7o, EEPMBELALTIE. CoERBUIKRD (14) D LS. /e
EDMEDITI BEWH L LN,

(14) No te presiones, tu personita te ama tal cual eres. Recuerda eso.
ADEMAS, si no estéas conforme puedes ir probando ser carifiosa
apropo6sito con tus mas cercanos hasta que se te haga costumbre.

21)
Pan comidito. (Twitter, 2022/06/21)

2.5. por supuesto>por supuestérrimo

KIZ, T bAA] ZEWT S por supuesto Z MRET 5, Z DR IX
[HIES + 8B40 ] 225 7% 5o supuesto (B suponer ® ¥ % 555l T
HBDT, brrimo R -isimo D3HRM L T HEMITRHIE X B v, Sk D
pan comido (X, ZOETHIFTIE [HHTH5H] ZERLGZR VDS, por
supuesto 2B L Tix. (dar algo) por [supuesto] (fI2ZfgshTnibd
DERLT) LFEZEDHI2D, T ZTIX por [supues-térrimo/-isimo] & \»
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& T, por supuestérrimo (& CORPES XXI IZZBIAS b oo, v A
v ¥ — LB XU Google TOMER B TIIHBINROD»L, — kDY =7
NR=UPLRD (15) 25129,

(15) Es que no sabes cuanto echamos de menos ese espaciol Un

23)
besote y por supuestérrimo que os mantengo informados :D

—7J7. por supuestisimo {Z. CORPES XXI IZBWT 14 I’k v b3 5 I,
FTLERETHHICT S, 72, BICHIHLZRAEDY A v ¥ =T A
YMZED (7)) THLEREINTED, »ARVMHINTVD LW IR
2% 5o

(16) P: iCree que eso se ha exacerbado en estos afos de crisis?
R: Si, claro, por favor. Por supuestisimo. Hay gente muy extrema.
(CORPES XXI, El Confidencial. Madrid, 2016/10/26)

(16) 1 2016 4% 10 A 26 H ®#ri El confidencial 7> 5 5 1172 b D A3,
CORPES XXI kT v FL72dDTH 5, B, T D por supuestisimo
% CREA THMFELELZ A, ABIZS6 hd D, divd T 1984 4D/
ODPFTHHAEINTVEb0Hey ML, COXRBOEEESVEZEMNT S,

(17) Don Leopoldo te reconoce vagamente al verte: “jpor supuestisimo
que sé quién eres!”

(CREA, Andrés Berlanga, La gaznapira, 1984)

2.6. vaya tela>vaya telérrima
vaya tela i [BRATEALRZ LR | 2BKT 5, ZoFHx, &
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ir OBEHEIAE vaya IS LG tela D5 2 b0 2 D vaya (T HE TR
FACHCON D30 AR EVEEEOREN R Z MR 50 WaED
b, ELLAREEWSNEVRIE KATT S vayaDIF) THHEF R
9.

ST, Hw b8 23, vaya telérrima lZE D3 —R"2B LY =7 L
IZBWVWThy b LAaedho722% vaya telisima & RAE ® 2 — 82 121E 7%
WHDODY A vy — FIZA LB HR D 5,

(18) Vaya tela. Vaya telisima. Dos envios que tenian que llegar hoy.
, 24)
DOS ENVIOS. Y NI UNO. (Twitter, 2020/01/25)

PEH BRI OIE, MR ERE T X0 b, HMiNEFE L 72 vaya
telita DT AL D FEH SN TV BEIZRDR

(19) De verdad que hasta hoy no se han dado cuenta que se lo dijeron
a Yolanda? Curiosamente hoy cuando ya todo el mundo sabe
que ellos lo sabian? Vaya telita y que verglienza tener que ver
como usan esta MIERDA para aranar 4 putos votos.

25)
(Twitter, 2024/10/28)

F72, o E BV, vaya tela IZBWTid vaya DTS BEFAWTH 5
7290, ko (200 @ X 92 vayisima tela DB BRI N B, % B,
vayérrima tela [ 4725 %, DITFD (20) 12k, 727 t¥ bidsFoE
PNTORVEESEED 555 TORLOFE ETIHT 5,

(20) Vaya tela con el Chris Evans subido al toro mecanico, vayisima
tela. Menudo espectaculo dio mi chaval, no puedo

26)
(Twitter, 2019/06/17)
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2.7. IME

AFTE, iED 5 FEH a gusto. de acuerdo. de nada. pan comido.
por supuesto. vaya tela (2B L C. #ikfsx Lk 2 W3 2 BB -érrimo
L -isimo MM ENTH SN TV BEFNBEIET 50089 A
%47\, pan comidérrimo. vaya telérrimo UAMIZFDEEZ MR T S 2
ENRTE, EHEOBOIE. INSOFEREITTORMOMGREHE 2 HAH L
TRMEI NS HIZH o725 T OHfBEOHMICE L Tl Vigara Tauste
(1992) A% WD X H 2\ -isimo HBUE/ G R #5051, AEICAms h
BHIKECEAZRL TR S BOO, Grrimo 12V CTEERA &\
“HROEBUC -dsimo HHMERZBIBIY 1 HRT R0,

En las diferentes categorias gramaticales. — Quebrantando las reglas y
restricciones de superlacion en las diversas categorias gramaticales.
Por ejemplo, la que dice que verbos y sustantivos sélo admiten super-
lacién cuantitativa adverbial y adjetiva (respectivamente), segtn los
modelos «ve poco» v «demasiados obstaculos». Asi, [el hablante 51H#&
a1 utiliza el sufijo — isimo en ciertas formas verbales (no personales):

-- Ufff, estas sudando

— Sudandisimo

-- (Pero lo has buscado?

- Lo he buscadisimo mil veces, cien mil, jun millon!
[ ]
No fue un gol, fue un golisimo
Si, pues habia una colisima de coches hasta dar la vuelta al recodo

(Vigara Tauste 1992: 153-154)

AL, ZOX) LRBOREMD L EINTZLDTH 5,
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3. &

ATl MR LA T 25ER TH B -érrimo R -isimo IS 7%
PORLEAIAMENEHHEZ, RAEDI—XZAR YL v ¥ —, Z£0
oy = 7 ECHES A ZITV, WHITRLZZ L) IS0 Oh D BREE
Wl EE ) 2 EATE,

brrimo (%, JokK. WRONTHOBEFAHMU ., £ Offix iz k% hi
Wy BHEEE AT 525 ZOREREMNE) MR ERIE, LIRS — RIEX

T H Y BERE LTOWHS D o720 ETHD 4y FITAXS ~
RAFTIBVT, ZOFERPLFEL X OCUFENICHINL T 7 A MIC
BWTHEML R L, AREN L ZEDLn s AR E TS
FEEE EAIL L TWD LWV IERHED 5, AFETHERR L 728/ T3 B
—DFEIZ -errimo BMENBHUZOVTDOAZEREN TV, AFET

DS R AN, EOMEHIEE BB T ST, érrimo T\ L
-isimo B EN BB EIE L T2 ED XD % FTBUT -érrimo 2\ L -isimo
PRMEIND DRIV TEERY L D725 FE2HTRLAEZL I I,
a gusto>a gustérrimo. de acuerdo>de acuerdérrimo. de nada>de nadérrimo.
pan comido>pan comidisimo. por supuesto>por supuestérrimo {22V Tl
FEB 2L ENTE, vaya tela IZDOWTIX, Hxfix EHROFER A
MENZEFNE R L MDD -ta M S N7BDOADE SNz, Bk
DFEBRELSHOREONR L LzDldk, EHENIHETICHBELLCL
BhHbHDOOMIZ, EHTREAZIIHE Lo /zds MMazEErn &L

SHBRORETHROWALZHL Z & L Lz,

ZE R
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I — N A

CORPES XXI 21 At A~A “iEa—,3Z ] (https//www.rae.es/banco-de-datos/
corpes-xxi) (RAHEEH 2024 511 1 8 H)

CREA [HARARAL ViEzMa—/3Z | (https://corpus.rae.es/creanethtml) (%
BB H 20244 11 A7 H)

e

1) {ZHR9IZ bueno D #ixf % % 1Z bonisimo & &N T & 720 R -isimo 7%
SN BHEHE, BB ZEEEE /ue/ HAN. CNAFEENRERETDH S
/o/ XRBELEEINAENLTH A, 7272, EHADFERE L LTI buenisimo 31
LENIE L HCHN S,

2) RAE y ASALE (2010: 139) (X HuUE, —HOMILTHEERD s H 2 WIERE
lejisimo & 72 %,

3) -n THbLIBEFICIE, -cisimo BMFIME N5,

4) Z o, B E B I fidelisimo & 7 - TW A 25 REAHDFEIZ fielisimo
THINRE LS 2VIETTH S, £ADfE D F D fidelisimo 2SFEHMIC [IE
W] B TH Y. RAE b Z0O#EH DRAE I L T3 25 HFETIET
FO /d/ D LA O fielisimo W BN B, FBE A v s —% v ML
T ETOMABIIMZIC W E 2%,

5) BUEE. [XOERA M EIEEOPERTH 5725 FEHIETIUITHEILL Tw
Lz, RETIE VA v —]1 BXO YA —F] &itd, &8, Rojo
(2024) & Twitter LFEL TV 2,

6) https://x.com/Alitzelja/status/1850371482595029170 (2024 4 10 A 27 H
I AHERR)
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7)  Z® nimodérrimo &\ RHUIDOWTIE, WHIIAHTHZ b D0, HiC
AFXRTYIIBWTINBAINIER T 5 DICKRE LB 272\ (B
% 7% reality show O HHE) PHEEINT WD, KD web X— TV & 5K,
https://www.radioformula.com.mx/estilo-de-vida/2023/8/11/nimoderrimo-
que-significa-esta-palabra-viral-cual-es-su-origen-775737.html (2024 4 11 H 2
H fRA& a2

8) Rojo (2024) 1 XAE, 2023 4F 9 HIZ7— 7 A HEF S Nz R, CdE: Now
& T3MERE OBRE) 2H 3289 1 kolzl v,

9) https://x.com/Jose Angel ARES/status/1102558840468529154 (2024 4£ 10 H
27 H TR

10) https://x.com/javipalarcon/status/1202633066126159872 (2024 4 10 H 27 H
AT

11) https//x.com/Maquiiiiiiita/status/913043869834543104 (2024 410 H 26 H
HALHERR)

12) https//x.com/RAEinforma/status/913308653419196416 (2024 4F 10 A 26 H
IRASHERR)

13) I SH5ORBUTOWTEH L. [a gustl-dsimo. [a gustl-ito &\ 9 #EK %
FEZTVBN, FIFEERD -0 l3d L XD, dsimo b, <A H AT
fME N2 MEPGEFET S (LLFFUHROTHER) o Serradilla Castafio (2004)
2*5 Don Quijote DLLF D X ) flzblvwTB L, B, DUFICIIBERH +
-isimo bEFEENT V5,

Confiada estoy, senor poderosissimo, hermosissima sefiora y discretissimos
circunstantes, que ha de hallar mi cuytissima en vuestros

valerosissimos pechos acogimiento, no menos placido que generoso y
doloroso; porque ella es tal, que es bastante a enternecer los marmoles,

y a ablandar los diamantes, y a molificar los azeros de los mas endurecidos
coracones del mundo; pero antes que salga a la placa de vuestros

oydos, por no dezir orejas, quisiera que me hizieran sabidora si

estd en este gremio, corro y compaiia, el acendradissimo cauallero

don Quixote de la Manchissima, y su escuderissimo Panca.

«El Panca», antes que otro respondiesse, dixo Sancho, «aqui esta, y
el don Quixotissimo assimismo; y, assi, podreys, dolorosissima duenissima,
dezir lo que quisieridissimis; que todos estamos prontos y

aparejadissimos a ser vuestros seruidorissimos.» (2* Parte, cap. XXX VIII)
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(Serradilla Castafio 2004: 96)

L3 2., “es facil observar que se hace un uso extremo del superlativo en -isimo,
por su fuerte valor parodico” (Serradilla Castafio 2004: 97) DiEfD LB 1 |
AR THADPMEF LTV BH L IIRHIE R %2 5,

14) https://x.com/LeonRiosManuel/status/1808578621348450598 (2024 4 10 A
26 H iR

15) T 2617225 WUEHECLBE—MEROYNO T+ =<y " Ah T v
FENTW3,

16) https://x.com/Alerta_Ecatepec/status/575029525412626432 (2024 4 11 A 2
R 53RN

17)  https://x.com/tiznado__/status/1647741847324770306 (2024 4F11 H 2 H#x
HeifeE2)

18) https://x.com/qtyop/status/1243244338852888576 (2024 4 11 H 2 H Fe#ehf
#2)

19) https//x.com/waltinhotmailcl/status/1217504310856122368 (2024 4F 11 A 2
H iR 72

20) https://x.com/abejandratheone/status/1801072371643630039 (2024 4F- 11 A
2 HiR#HERR)

21) https://x.com/shipsyasukr/status/1538983852827353092 (2024 4£ 11 A 2 H
AL RE)

22) HLEITHNE, TNV TRBHETREVE W) ZEICh D,

23) https://www.drlivinghome.com/2015/09/nos-mudamos.html 4 > 7 1) 7 74
AFr—o7uar0axy MiThsd, (20244 11 A 7 HEKaERR

24) https://x.com/cthalhan/status/1220763496662675467 (2024 4£ 11 A 3 H #%
HAERE)

25) https://x.com/helenag001/status/1850878396697289005 (2024 4= 11 H 3 H
IR
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Japanese University Students’ Opinion
of Readtheory

Joshua Trued

Abstract

This study examines Japanese university students’ opinions of Read-
theory (readtheory.org), an online reading comprehension platform used
as part of weekly homework in a Freshman English course. Readtheory,
which adapts reading levels based on user performance, aims to improve
reading comprehension skills through short texts, interactive quizzes,
and gamified elements such as points and levels. Over a semester, 17
Japanese university students completed reading assignments on the plat-
form, and their experiences were subsequently assessed through a survey.
Both quantitative data from a Likert-scale survey and qualitative
responses were analyzed. Results indicate that a majority of students
found Readtheory beneficial for enhancing their reading ability, motiva-
tion, and overall learning experience. However, mixed opinions emerged
regarding the ease of use and willingness to recommend the platform to
peers. Despite limitations related to sample size, findings support the
potential of Readtheory as a supplementary tool for individualized
reading practice in EFL contexts. Further studies with larger sample sizes
are recommended to validate these preliminary findings and explore the
impact of such platforms on long-term language acquisition outcomes.

Introduction

Recent studies highlight the growing importance of online tools for EFL
teachers, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. These tools offer
flexibility and support various aspects of language learning, including
speaking, pronunciation, vocabulary, and writing skills (Sotomayor Cantos
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et al., 2023). EFL teachers have utilized diverse online resources such as
learning management systems, assessment tools, chat platforms, video
conferencing tools, and content creation tools (Sari & Putri, 2022). When
selecting online tools, teachers consider factors such as ease of use,
accessibility, cost-effectiveness, and engagement potential (Sari & Putri,
2022). The increasing availability of these tools necessitates ongoing
exploration, selection, and evaluation by researchers and practitioners to
effectively implement them in various language teaching contexts (Son,
2011).

Readtheory.org is a free online platform designed to enhance reading
comprehension skills through gamification elements such as badges,
knowledge points, levels, and feedback (Alalwany, 2021). It involves the
reading of short texts followed by comprehension questions. Based on the
results of the comprehension questions, reading difficulty is automatically
lowered or raised. Studies have shown that students generally have positive
perceptions of using Readtheory for improving their reading abilities
(Ismawati & Syafryadin, 2022). Readtheory’s effectiveness is attributed to
its accessibility, allowing students to practice reading anytime and anywhere,
making it an alternative to traditional reading methods, which may require
instructors to prepare books for each student and assign them individual
reading sections (Alalwany, 2021). The platform’s approach aligns with the
concept of theory development in cognition, where multiple hypotheses are
tested to find the most effective method for text analysis and retrieval (Adi
et al., 2009). Overall, Readtheory appears to be a valuable tool for
enhancing reading skills and motivating students to engage in independent
reading practice. While studies exist that examine the effectiveness of
Readtheory, there is a need for studies which measure students’ perceptions
of the site’s impact on their own improvement and enjoyment.

Methodology

Participants & Methods
Readtheory was assigned as part of a weekly homework regimen for all
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17 students of the author’s Freshman English class over a 13-week semester.
The course utilized a four-skills approach with an emphasis on fluency.
Students met four times per week for 50-minute lessons. They were each
given their own user ID and password in order to access the site, and were
asked to complete three reading passages each week after an explanation of
the website at the beginning of the semester. The reason three passages were
chosen was to balance engagement without overwhelming students. A
previous study found that ten passages per week was difficult for students,
and after some revisions settled on 5 passages per week (Tempest, 2018).
Because the author of the current study wanted to assign other homework
tasks in addition to the Readtheory passages, it was decided that three was a
reasonable amount. Students were asked to complete quizzes, but not
necessarily pass them. Another study using Readtheory mandated that
subjects pass tests in order to avoid picking answers randomly (Tempest,
2018). However, for this study, students received points for only completing
texts and not passing them in order to assess how well Readtheory was able
to engage students and hold their attention. Completion of the site’s reading
texts accounted for 5 percent of the students’ semester grade.

Multicultural Communication students from a university in Tokyo were
surveyed at the end of the first semester during the 2023-2024 academic
year. Students reflected on their experiences using Readtheory. In total, 17
students took part in this survey. Data was collected using a Likert-scale
survey at the end of the first semester. All participants gave informed
consent, and were informed that the survey results would be kept anonymous
and have no impact on their grades.

Data Collection & Analysis

Both quantitative and qualitative methods were used. Quantitative data
was collected using seven Likert-scale questions on a Google Forms survey,
while qualitative data concerning students’ general impressions was
collected via written responses. Questions were asked in English only, as the
English comprehension level of this class was high enough to understand
the questions without difficulty. While Likert-scale data was tabulated
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automatically, qualitative items were scanned thematically using keywords
and compared with student’s quantitative data to check for discrepancies.

Results
This section of the paper will show the results of each question from the
questionnaire.

Question 1 - Readtheory helped to improve my reading level.

Question 1 attempted to discern students’ impressions of using
Readtheory. Research on primary school students' readiness to engage with
mobile learning apps revealed strong correlations between perceived
usefulness and behavioral intention to use educational technologies
(Camilleri & Camilleri, 2019). Furthermore, factors such as usefulness,
knowledge improvement, and enjoyment are significant determinants of
students’ preference for gamified learning activities (Filippou et al., 2018).
Given that 76% of students agreed or strongly agreed that Readtheory
helped improve their reading level, this positive response is a crucial
indicator of the platform’s perceived effectiveness. Students’ written
comments reveal that some found value in specific features, such as the
exposure to idiomatic expressions and the structured practice in reading
comprehension. However, a few students expressed uncertainty about
whether completing three readings per week was enough to noticeably
enhance their reading level. This feedback suggests that while Readtheory
may be useful, it might require a higher frequency of engagement or
supplemental support to fully meet students’ improvement expectations.

-“I think it developed my English idioms and read skill.”

-“I think Readtheory is a good application, but I do three reading practices
per week, maybe not enough to feeling about my level is upped or not.”

-“I think it’s really good and helpful for me. Because my reading skill is
very bad.”

-“I think it’s a good website to practice English, I found many of new
vocabularies after I did an exercise.”

-“I think it is good tool for me to study English and improve English
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Question 1: Readtheory helped to improve my reading level,

skills.”

Question 2 - Readtheory enhanced my overall learning experience.

The focus of question 2 was on whether or not students perceived
Readtheory.org as a positive factor in the overall context in the class. The
results showed that over 75% of students either agreed or strongly agreed.
Two students had a neutral answer, with 2 students disagreeing with the
statement. One student who disagreed stated that they like using the website,
however they often forgot to access it. Furthermore, they wished that it was
available on the university learning management system for easy access.
Several additional factors might explain student disagreement. First,
students with a lower intrinsic interest in reading may view weekly
assignments on the platform as an obligation rather than an engaging
activity, leading to less enthusiasm about its role in their learning.
Additionally, Readtheory’s focus on individualized, self-paced reading
might lack the social or collaborative aspects that some learners find
motivating in a classroom setting. These students may prefer interactive
discussions or group activities that allow them to engage with peers, rather
than the solitary nature of online reading exercises. Finally, some students
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Strongly  Ages Meuirel  Disagres  Strongly
Agres [izagres

may have experienced challenges with the content or reading level
adjustments, perceiving the materials as either too difficult or not
sufficiently challenging, which could lead to frustration or disengagement.
-“Very good, help me so much on the reading exercises.”
-“It was a good experience. I don’t have motivation to read in english, so
it was really nice to have a platform where I can read short passages every
week.”

Question 3 - Readtheory was interesting to use.

Research suggests that students generally prefer and benefit from
gamified learning applications, which include elements like points,
leaderboards, and progress bars, can increase engagement, enjoyment, and
motivation (Filippou et al., 2018). Research on primary school students’
readiness to engage with mobile learning apps revealed strong correlations
between perceived usefulness and behavioral intention to use educational
technologies (Camilleri & Camilleri, 2019). However, the same study
found no significant relationship between how easy its use was perceived
and enjoyment of educational apps used in school settings. Respondents
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Duestion 3: Readibeory was intersating to wae,
0

Sarongly Airen Meuiral  Disagrss  Strongly
Agron Disagran

overwhelmingly responded positively with 88% fitting into either the
strongly agree or agree category. One student remained neutral, and one
disagreed.

-“It is good. Once you start, you can’t stop”

-“Good. Because I can learn English with short sentences.”

Question 4 - Readtheory was easy to use.

While five students remained neutral, while the remainder of the
respondents answered positively with seven agreeing strongly and five
agreeing. Students’ comments highlighted the straightforward layout and
manageable question difficulty, which made it easy to navigate through the
platform without needing extensive guidance. However, the five neutral
responses suggest that some students may have encountered minor usability
challenges, possibly related to the adaptive difficulty level, which adjusts
based on performance and may feel unpredictable. Additionally, some
students may prefer more visual aids or hints to guide their understanding of
the reading passages. One student stated, “It’s ok but my way when doing
reading is to read the question first then find the keyword in the paragraph
so it would be easier for me if they highlight the words they mention in the
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paragraph.” Overall, while the platform was largely perceived as intuitive,
some small enhancements in user experience could make it even more
approachable for a broader range of learners.

-“It’s very easy to use and the question is not too difficult. So I think it’s
good.”

-“Fun and easy to use”

-“It’s good. Because it can be done in a short time.”

Question 5 - I would recommend Readtheory to my friends.

This question received the most divergent responses, as 70% agreed or
strongly agreed, yet some students were uncertain about recommending the
platform as one student disagreed and another strongly disagreed. A closer
look at their comments reveals potential reasons: while students personally
benefited from Readtheory, they may have hesitated to recommend it due to
individual preferences for learning styles or interest in reading. One student
mentioned that although they did not feel compelled to recommend it, they
did appreciate how the platform helped them develop a habit of reading
longer texts. This mixed feedback suggests that while Readtheory is
effective, it might need additional motivating elements or personalized
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Cheestion 5: | would recommend Readibeony 1o my friends.

Swrongly  Agms  Meuiral Disagres  Sirongly
Agrea Disagrea

options to appeal more universally.
-“I think very good. Because I get in the habit of reading long sentences
thanks to Readtheory.”

Question 6: | will continue 1o use Readtheory as a learning
o,
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Question 6 - I will continue to use Readtheory as a learning tool.

Question 6 was included in order to determine whether or not students
would continue to use the website independently after the end of the semes-
ter. Perceived usefulness, ease of use, and enjoyment significantly impact
user satisfaction and intent to use the tool again, which in turn affect learn-
ing effectiveness (Johannsen et al., 2023). Four students remained neutral.
However, 70% of students either agreed or strongly agreed, while one stu-
dent disagreed.

Question 7 - Readtheory is good at providing feedback and

opportunities to track my progress.

Positive feedback plays a crucial role in enhancing students’ learning
experiences and outcomes. Research indicates that it significantly improves
students’ motivation, engagement, and academic performance (Faulconer et
al., 2021). Positive feedback has been shown to increase students’ confi-
dence, self-efficacy, and academic skills (Asryan, 2019). In online settings,
combining positive feedback with performance-gap feedback can lead to
substantial improvements in grades (Faulconer et al., 2021). 70% of

Cuestion T: Readtheory is good at providing feedback snd
opponimilies 1o irack my progress.
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students agreed or strongly agreed with this statement, with approximately
30% neutral.
-“It was fun watching my score and also the graph made me motivate.”

Discussion

For all of the questions, over 70% of the 17 students surveyed either
agreed or strongly agreed with the research questions. This indicates that
students found that using Readtheory was mostly positive. Question 5
received the highest percentage of negative responses (17%) and was
related to whether students would recommend the website to their friends.
This finding may reflect individual variability in engagement with the tool,
suggesting that although the site’s features appeal to some, they may not be
equally motivating for all students. Still, 70% of students agreed or strongly
agreed with the statement showing that a majority of the students
appreciated these features. A potential reason for this reluctance to
recommend the tool could be related to the repetitive nature of weekly
assignments, which may feel more obligatory than engaging, particularly for
students without a strong intrinsic motivation to read in English. Some
students noted they lacked interest in reading, making it likely that even an
accessible, user-friendly platform may not fully address underlying
motivational barriers. This insight aligns with research indicating that
perceived enjoyment and relevance are crucial for sustained engagement in
online learning environments (Filippou et al., 2018).

Moreover, although the platform’s adaptive reading levels may create a
sense of progress, students might have varying perceptions of their
improvement, which could also impact their recommendation. While many
found the experience beneficial, comments from students expressing
uncertainty about their reading progress suggest that Readtheory’s progress
indicators may not be universally compelling. The variability in students’
perceptions of their progress highlights an important aspect of Readtheory’s
utility in an EFL setting: while many students appreciated the platform’s
adaptive feedback, some felt uncertain about the extent of their improve-
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ment. This disparity suggests that the progress indicators, though beneficial
for tracking individual achievement, may not resonate equally with all users,
potentially impacting their motivation. Research has shown that visible
markers of progress can enhance learner engagement, yet overly
standardized indicators might lack the personalization needed to fully
captivate diverse student groups (Faulconer et al., 2021). These findings
indicate that Readtheory could better support student motivation by
incorporating more customized feedback options that align with individual
learning goals, thereby fostering a stronger sense of achievement across a
range of proficiency levels. This approach could transform the platform into
a more adaptable tool that addresses both immediate learning needs and
longer-term engagement in EFL contexts.

Interestingly, a few students mentioned their intention to continue using
Readtheory independently, pointing to the platform’s potential as a tool for
autonomous learning. One student in particular continued to use the site for
months after the semester ended. Some students even performed more than
the required number of reading tasks per week. However, the lack of a
strong consensus to recommend it may indicate that Readtheory could
benefit from additional features to boost motivation and appeal, such as
more interactive or socially engaging elements. Overall, while the positive
feedback affirms the platform’s utility in building reading skills, the
reluctance among some students to endorse it underscores a broader need
for adaptable, student-centered tools that accommodate diverse motivational
and engagement profiles.

The results suggest that while Readtheory provides a structured, gamified
approach to reading practice, its limited engagement features may impact
students’ long-term motivation, particularly among those with lower
intrinsic interest in reading. Although the platform adapts reading levels and
offers feedback, it may benefit from more dynamic elements such as
personalized learning paths, collaborative tasks, or peer interaction
opportunities. These features could address varying motivational needs and
help students feel more connected to the material. Additionally, the tendency
for some students to use Readtheory autonomously beyond the course
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indicates that its convenience and adaptability may appeal to self-motivated
learners. Such a tool could serve as a bridge for students aiming to build
consistent reading habits, though further developments in personalization
and community-building features would help strengthen Readtheory’s role

in EFL contexts.
Conclusion

This study examined Freshman English students’ opinions of using the
website Readtheory.org. The feedback from the survey conclusively showed
that students hold a favorable view of the website. Combined with other
research which shows that Readtheory has a positive impact on students’
reading comprehension, it is this researcher’s belief that Readtheory should
be considered as a homework tool to use over the course of a semester or
academic year. Because of the variety of the texts, the way students’
progress is tracked, and the automatic way that the site calibarates to each
student’s proficiency level, Readtheory seems well-equipped to provide
individualized reading practice for students.

However, the mixed responses to recommending Readtheory to peers
suggest that while it fulfills its educational purpose, the platform may
benefit from enhancements to its engagement mechanisms. Adding features
such as interactive group activities, personalized feedback, or even peer
comparison dashboards could make Readtheory more engaging for students
with varying motivational levels. These additions could potentially
transform the platform from a routine homework tool into a more
compelling, socially supportive learning environment, particularly for those
students who may struggle with intrinsic reading motivation.

This study had limitations regarding the small sample size. As a result,
the findings may not apply to other universities, and should be interpreted
with caution. A more extensive investigation would include information
from a broader array of institutions both in Japan and internationally.
Furthermore, more research should be done on the efficacy of Readtheory.
While it is useful for students to enjoy using a learning tool, there are
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increasingly more tools which can be easily found online that serve similar
purposes. Educators should select those that students enjoy but are also
found to produce the greatest results.

Looking forward, further research is recommended to examine the
effectiveness of Readtheory in comparison to other online reading platforms.
Studies with larger and more diverse sample sizes would offer deeper
insights into the platform’s utility across different demographic groups and
educational settings, potentially strengthening the case for its broader use as
an EFL tool. Additionally, a longitudinal approach could assess whether
sustained use of Readtheory over multiple semesters influences long-term
reading proficiency and retention. By exploring these areas, future research
can better inform educators on how best to integrate online tools like
Readtheory into EFL curricula to maximize both student engagement and
learning outcomes.
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College Students’ Attitudes toward Substitute Attendance

(“Daihen”) as an Academic Dishonesty

— From a survey of students who predominantly use analog methods to

check attendance. —

Mai Kominato

Abstract

“Daihen” is a Japanese word that refers to a form of academic dishon-
esty in which another person replies in place of the absent student in
order to feign attendance in classes. Generally, “daihen” is considered
minor compared to cheating on exams or plagiarism in reports. However,
the opportunities for students to engage in “daihen” are much greater
than those for exams and reports. This small accumulation of such
behavior can lead to a decline in students’ sense of normalcy and result
in negative behavior. Therefore, it is not an issue that can be ignored. In
this survey, students’ attitudes toward “daihen” were investigated, and
the educational designs to prevent them were examined. The survey
results revealed a lower percentage of respondents who had requested or
been requested to “daihen”. However, the results also indicated that there
are some students who request “daihen” by casual means because they
do not want to lose credits. In the future, it will be important to educate
students to raise their awareness of academic integrity, and it will also be
necessary to develop teaching methods and classroom management prac-
tices that prevent “daihen” from occurring.
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Practical Report on Business Japanese Education Through PBL: Experimental
Work Experience-Based Course for Undergraduate International Students

Naoko Kotake

Abstract

Japanese language education for business purposes aimed at inter-
national students requires more than mere knowledge transfer from
instructors; it calls for the integration of active learning methodologies.
This approach is necessary because the objectives of such education go
beyond language proficiency improvement to foster a comprehensive
understanding of Japanese corporate culture, business practices, profes-
sional norms, and competencies.

To achieve these objectives, this paper reports on a course that adopted
project-based learning (PBL), wherein students acquired business Japanese
education by engaging in problem-solving projects. The course was con-
ducted by the author in 2022 for third-year international students at Asia
University. It involved an internship-based summer program that allowed
students to gain hands-on experience in project planning and proposal
development. This paper details the specific methods and content of the
PBL approach and summarizes the participating students’ reflections and
feedback.
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identify around 21 actors from their portraits and other information.

From their movements, we have been able to establish that the information contained in the book is up to the year 1772,
and I believe that the book was published in the same year. In the course of my research, I have also discovered a close
relationship in terms of expression with the unusual actor picture book “Ehon Butai Ougi”, which was first published in
1770. The Sugoroku reflects the movements of actors fairly faithfully up to the 1772 fiscal year, but the way it is interested
in them is not focused on a particular year or performance, but rather it vividly depicts the flourishing aspects of Edo
kabuki with a more encyclopedic interest so that it will be loved by people for a longer time, and its attitude is similar to
the circumstances surrounding the creation of the “Ehon Butai Ougi”, which was intended as a souvenir of Edo.
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A Study of Kabuki-style Sugoroku: The Potential of Actor Portraits
SATO Chino

Abstract

Among the Kabuki-related materials from the early modern period, there are some that can be treated as variations of
actor portraits or as pictorial materials. On the one hand, Kabuki-style sugoroku are theatrical materials, and in some cases,
it is possible to read valuable information related to theatrical performances and playwriting. We conducted a survey of
the “Shinpan Yakusya Sugoroku” (in the collection of the Tokyo National Museum), which was drawn in the style of the
early Katsukawa school, following the early Torii school of ukiyo-e, and which uses portrait-style expression.

This Sugoroku (traditional Japanese board game) uses rich powers of observation to capture the bustle and chaos of the
theater, and divides the board into 30 squares, depicting 32 different people.

Four of these are merchants, officials, and so on familiar with the theater, and four more are people involved in running
the board (strictly speaking, actors). Although the identities of some of them are not entirely clear, I have been able to
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